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Last month we learned that Pastor Susan’s home church burned to the ground. | remember hearing the

gasps from our congregation as she shared the tragic news one Sunday morning. | think we all were trying
to imagine how we’d feel if such an event destroyed our beautiful church building.

What if this did happen to our church? Would we still feed the hungry? Give drink to the thirsty? Invite the
stranger in? Clothe the naked? Visit the sick and infirmed? Are we doing this now?

In the coming weeks we will be preparing to celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior. We will be inundat-
ed with all of the “l want, | need, | gotta have” of this world. We also will see and hear “Jesus is the reason
for the season” and “put Christ back in Christmas.” Which message will pull harder at your heart?

We can talk “church” and “Jesus”, but what are we doing each day to make Him better known in this
world?

Joshua 24:15 says to chose this day whom you will serve (emphasis mine). | believe this is a daily choice,

>

ot only at Christmas and Easter, because we are bombarded daily with the idols of this world. Will we

3

orship our beautiful church building? Will we worship materialistic things as we gather more and more

stuff” that we think we have to have? Joshua 24:15 goes on to say, “as for me and my house, we will serve
the Lord.”

My prayer for each one of us this Advent season is that we focus on why God chose to come down to us in
flesh and dwell among, why we are in such need of His Saving grace and how we will go forth and spread
this Good News to everyone we encounter.

In Christian love,
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December Sunday Services

9:00 am Sunday School - Children
9:00 am Adult Coffee and Conversation
10:15 am Sunday Worship and Facebook live, later on Web-Cal Channel 575

'/ Host
: Akins Family December 4th and 11th
¢ Keith & Dena S December 18th, 24th and 25th
December 4™ Fri, Dec. 24™ Christmas Eve Service 5:00 pm
Communion: Deb T; Crystal W Worship Leader: Darin W
Worship Leader: Mary P Music: Nancy V
Music: Colleen P& Jeff P Tech: Bergan & Carrie D
Tech: Bergan & Carrie D Altar Flowers: Poinsettias
Color Bulletins Ardis Shirbroun {i
December 11™ z//%jfjmi (Coe
Worship Leader:  Eric A December 25" No Sunday School
Music: Jeft P Choir sings
Tech: Owen N and Lincoln A Worship Leader: Carl S
Color Bulletins:  Diane A Music: Nancy V, Bell Quartet, Jeff P
Tech: Emma S and Family
December 18" Color Bulletins: ~ Diane A

ChildrenG Program
Worship Leader: MarjJ
Music: Tom H & Jeff P

Tech: Gary & Kendale V

Altar Flowers: Poinsettias %\

Color Bulletins:  Diane A i ‘ * \l%\
Ul § % ﬂ

Christmas Caroling and Chili
Sunday, December 18th at 5:00 pm. Meet at the

(1l¢ Next Step Youth Group will make a
Church then go by car Caroling. Chili served after. : .

Please sign up on Clipboard in the Narthex. Christmas visit to senior members of

the congregation on December 11%

| starting at 5:30 pm. We will offer fellowship and commun-

Sunday, Dec.
The Gowrie UMC Ch
will be fiSinging the Favoriteso

ion. Next Step Youth Group Members please meet at the
Gowrie Church by 5:00 pm.

during Worship Service. Cy/
Please Meet 30 Minutes before V]
worship to Practice and Select Music ”
= Chilare©& e
{ 1075 ( |SUmQS Christ mas Daisy c, | We are in need of plastic containers for left I
E i 2 |
{ AU UKC i \ COTTAGEfu’ overs. If you happen to have plastic butter, I
' Sunda y 3: |::...- cottage cheese, ect. containers, you can
December o !
1 leave clean, empty, containers in the I
during I church pantry. We use these to send home/take home I

Wor ship S

r
I leftovers after church events.

Fell owshi T T e = = mm = e ==
service

Youth to Visit Senior Members.
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Dear Friends,

We are in Advent. We will be following Derek Weber’s
worship series for advent. The following is Derek’s introduction
to the series and to Advent. | find that this month it is the best
lead in to Advent. Let us go Up to worship the Lord: GAn Advent
Song of Ascents¢

“Isaiah is our anchor text for this Advent worship series.
But Psalms gives us the mood, theme, or even soul. “l was glad
when they said to me ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!"” The
opening line from Psalm 122 captures something of the Advent
spirit this year. From “l was glad” to “go to the house of the
Lord.” We are singing a song of ascent this Advent season.

Let us go up. Up, why up? Going to God is always up. Go-
ing to worship is always up. That was a geographic reality for the

Jewish people. Jerusalem was built on a hill, so no matter which
direction you approached, you were going up. And since true worship could only happen in the temple, let
us go up to worship is the description of the approach.

But what are we approaching? Well, worship of course. And something more. This is Advent, the sea-
son of anticipation, of watching and waiting — active waiting. Christmas? Well, no and yes. We’re not trying
to be mysterious here, but there is definitely a no and yes to that question.

No, the season of Advent isn’t really designed to be a countdown to the celebration of Christmas. It is
a time of preparation for Christ’s return and the establishment of the kin-dom of God. It is a reminder that
we are heading someplace; we are works in progress; we are longing for something more. That’s the upward
call of Advent. We sing an Advent song of ascent as we climb up to worship in that new reality, that new way
of being in the world. Not that this is a human-made reality, but that we are longing for this completion. We
are looking forward.

At the same time, we are indeed looking back. Yes, we are anticipating Incarnation, the time when
God broke into our history and became present in an astonishing way. And we look forward to when Em-
manuel — God with us — will be how we live always. We remember Christmas, the real depth and power of
this singular act and the child who lived God’s presence among us, something that even the worst of the
commercialism cannot ultimately overcome. We can grumble about how we’ve lost the true meaning of
Christmas in this crass and cynical age, and perhaps we should. But we can also be surprised at how some-
thing pure and wonderful can appear in the most unlikely places, from the most unlikely sources to remind
us that we are all longing for something more, something of eternity and of the beloved community de-
scribed by the one whose birth we celebrate. That is anticipation worthy of singing Advent songs of ascent.”

May God Bless this season of Advent as we prepare and anticipate the coming of Jesus.
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\i_ | United DECEMBER 7/
I ke | YAUGSR 22YS8y
Christmas Coffee &
Sat, Dd&e:0811:00 am
Luke 2:14
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace to men on whom his favor rest.” NIV
United Women in F

Coffee and Bazaar

December 3, 2021

9:00 A.M. 09 11:00 A.M.

Coffee and baked items
Candy; Cookie Walk
Homemade Noodles and Rye Bread
Craft Iltems
Everyone is welcomel!
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Christmas Poinsettias

Starting Thursday, November 30™
Poinsettias can be brought to the church.

*

If you bring your own, be sure to have “your
name” and “In Memory Of” on the poinsettia
so that your plant will go home with you on
December 24 after service.

If you contact Foxtail Florist (515-352-3355) let
Carrie in the church office know the names to
be remembered for the bulletin. Thank you.

Will also need a Volunteer to water

poinsettias once a week through Advent. It

could be right after church. Please contact
> Carrie if you are interested in volunteering.
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Mitten Tree

Pl ease donat
mittens, hat
and scarves |f
yed&r Mitten T

wi | | 0]
Donated

Mitten Tree
Advent .

The
during

Our
our

school di strict
c I&i Indereedns .

a

Thank you!

Legendt of tLhe
Lonacy Lone

Look at the Candy Cane,
What do you see?
Stripes that are Red
Like the blood shed for me.
White for my Savior
who is sinless and pure.
“I” is for Jesus,
my Lord that’s for sure!
Turn it around,
and a Staff you will see,
Jesus my Shepherd

was born for me.
~Author Unknown
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“...by His stripes we are healed.”
Isaiah 53:5

EMPLOYEE CHRISTMAS FUND
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SERVEX 7 PRAYX /
We appreciate all Prayer Warriors!
Care Center. Keep our Care Center . .
) ) Please email or call if you want to be on our prayer
residents in your prayers. .
chain.
Gowrie United Women in Faith Pl ease pray fa@oinlgodeayit thl
Annual Christmas Coffee & Bazaar concerns: Ginger M, Dojnna
Sat, Dec. 3" 9:00-11:00 am Gowrie Care Center stafff,
Those who are in the hlos
CHURCH No Council Meeting in December Tami D and Mary E Thosep
COUNCIL L
) ) fresh. Those whada@ gFrainevliley:,
-3 Mitten Tree. Donate new mittens, . ~ .
= family of LauGBebcethe(|Di
{{3 hats, gloves, scarves.
P Pray for all those cleanir
Sunday, December 11" and Hurricane Nicol e.
) Meet at Gowrie Church at 5:00 pm .
; Pr a for all i mpacted|Db
w 5:30 pm In Home Fellowship/Communion y P y
. with senior church members oy Continued Prayers |f ol
_ : Ukr ai ne.
Belong ~ Believe
GATHERX P e
/ \ Methodis! l
9:00 am Sunday School/ Program Practice « Church
9:00 Adult Advent Study ‘ CELEBRATIONX _
10:15 am Worship Service, Facebook live; Become DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
later on Channel 575 at 11:00 am
A Advent Studies to start Sunday at 9:00 12/1  EllaF 12/19  JeremyV
q*‘%,: am, Tuesday at 2:00 pm, 12/3  KellyS 12/20 PennyB
Y and Thursday at 7 pm. 12/5  RyanA 12/21  Kendall S
2L Please see insert for details. 12/6  RogerB 12/22 Daves
¢ United Saturday, December 3" 12/7 Dave J and 12/24 Jackson B and
“-n ,YY??,ET 9:00 - 11:00 am Christmas Coffee Jezika ) Noah S
and Bazaar 12/11 Owen N 712/26  Tim B, MarjJ,
¢ and Lesley W
‘ﬁﬁ [ Christmas Carolmg 12/12 SamT 27 s Isy
amue
%ﬁ? " December, 18" 5:00 pm in Gowrie. 12/13  DougZ
12/14  Abigail A, Dillons, ~ 12/29 Rachael E
Community Blue Christmas Service andJohn T 12/30  Zoes
At GUMC 12/15 Lindsey O and
Wednesday, December 21* at 6:30 pm Heather S
12/16  AlexS
Christmas Eve Service e e e
Friday, Dec. 24" at 5:00 pm. i Sorry if we missed your birthday. Please let the office know. !
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-Gowrie United Methodist Church

e J L S
.y Administrative Council/Finance Agenda \ g
: November 8 2022 6:30pm-7:45pm N
“ A Place to Belong, Believe and Become. ‘.

Loving: Present: Vern B, Chelsey W, Rita K and Judi T and Pastor Susan
Pastor Susan began meeting with an opening devotion from the Upper Room.
Pastor Susan read a paragraph in article about Generation Alpha, the current generation of ultra-connected children.

Learning: Pastor Susan read a paragraph in article about Generation Alpha, the current generation of ultra-connected children.
Vern called the meeting to Order
L3 Leading: Pastor Susan volunteered to take minutes.

Old Business: First: Chelsey turned in minutes from October 6™ budget meeting. Second: Vern discussed serving at FCA
Nov 16 at Heartland Bank. Chelsey is making Potatoes. Verne is donating the rest for Potato Sundays. Chelsey needs someone to
pick up her potatoes and get them to the bank. Vern would like a clip board for servers and for bars/cookies. About 20 high
schoolers come. Third: Beefburger meal is ready to go for Sunday. Rita requested men to help serve. Put request in bulletin.
Everything else has been signed up for except second pan of brownies. Pastor Susan will bring. Quilt and basket auction is set to
go. Baskets will be auctioned off first and quilt second. United Women of Faith put a great deal of work into the quilt and would
like the proceeds from it to go to their unit for their ministries. Fourth: Gideon’s called and wondered if we would keep their
ministries in our prayers and provide a place for a fundraising Tree at our church. Council felt this was a good opportunity to
provide for an international mission over the advent and Christmas season. Fifth: Discussed need for Sunday School teachers and
support for our families. No further Old Business discussed

New Business: First: Reviewed Advent/Christmas Season Schedule. Set time and date for Christmas Caroling if 6 or
more people are interested will Carol in our community and Vern will bring Chili for afterwards. Confirmed Saturday Nov 26 as day
to bring down Christmas trees and begin decorating. Dec 18" Sun School Christmas program with fellowship following. December
21% at 6:30 Pastor Susan will lead a Blue Christmas service. Christmas Eve service will be at 5:00. This will be our traditional
communion and candlelight service/offering will go toward Gowrie UMC ministries and worshipers can donate toward this years
mission focus of Gideons in the Narthex before and after service. Christmas Day we will have a Prayer and Praise service in the
Fellowship Hall with a light breakfast served. Bells will ring and Choir will sing. Will have people who know they are coming sign
up and will make extra for those who need to come without notice. Second: Discussed issues with sound system. Pastor’s ear
microphone appears to have problems, will look into options. Organ also needs to be looked at.

Work Area Reports: Pastor Susan shared that she has been moved to the Board of Ordained Ministry and will have her
examination there in February. She will have significant paperwork to complete before January 11", Trunk or Treat was
successful with about 300 kids. Confirmation November 20™ with fellowship following. New bishop, Bishop Bishop Kennetha
Bigham-Tsai, appointed January 1% 2023.

No Meeting in December. Next meeting will be Tuesday January 10",
Vern closed in prayer.

"We have n T JChurch :AddCarrie D )
w h ’
Trumk Treat /'o, o cqg "1 ]1306 Marke 51352715 (
Gowrie Unitedigcups. well %@ Box 4|7990Werumc
Church :have plent:yo irl:g 2 {
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ADVENT AND CHRI STMAS AT GOWRI E UM
nt Studies Begin" Ndloemmék"ah29 December 1
mb € f9:30D1: 00 AM United Women in Faith Christri
mbet"51 B0 PM Next Step Youth Group I n Home Fe
mbet"1D8 15 t@Mr i st mas at a Cangg¢hChdEgeBhop

Christmas Program.tcBsk | pjaeihlylp f ol |l ow
mbet"5180 PM Caroling in Gowrie.
Chi i wi | | be served in the Fellowship Hal

mbe?fP'62B0 pm Community Blue Christmas Service

embef"52480 pm Christmas-BeviengSeyroviircef ami |y and
embet"1®5 15 AM Christmas Day Prayer and Praise

Light Breakfast Served During.
PLEASE CELEBRATE ADVENT AND CHRI STMAS
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Dear friends,

We want to |l et you kno

that we are excited to MAX LUCADO

|l eading up to Chri st ma

watching a video serie BECAUSE OF
oBecaoBet hl éhamght by /

Max Lucado! clnieneént

Wed | be reading togeth

i n Scripture, talking

di scussi onanqdu eesatciho nwse,eh ¢ nc1 © a1 ©

optional Advent fmMéflsectsi omtpraact inadfeemewsrtk!ldy wfi th
We know that | ifeofgetas, BESYt hhs siwthiegheuiami bdBlpyw | e c
study. I f you thinkrgbhbhesandabé&e, e/ Rlea\2&€ OtME! h WMee vy
Advent begins Sunday November 27. We will have sc¢
join a Because of Bethlehem study. Choose a t | me
1 Sunday Morning study &t739: 06bemceuaching 11

1 Tuesday a®t atn@oMO0pm2Batta tdidragrh AGhe, and

1 Thursday evenings atlan: OFOBpent csVbea.r t i ng 12

No need to call ahead if you are parti&@ipaltiIimnighbh
7050) i f you are inte® ect&dr ethe awitlendbagt mé Jdemir ¢
would |i ke all of you to attend if you are intpere:
All you wil/ need for the study is a Bedbdesel dff yol
Bethlethedy guide and/ or the compantdbnMbheokucsadopat
at FaithGmakwanyg ®whe companion videos available|onl
you can catch up and do the reading on your owp.
Plus, to help you get started there are free dopwnl
up to gethapeefsrsor FREE:

www. faithgat ewaoyfbetom/ deesmgssetrati on/

ADVENT

B (
| m

An A.venp ,9%3 of Ascents

Dec 4™  “Stand as a Signal”
Isaiah 11:1-10 & Romans 15:4-13
Dec 11" “The Lord’s Highway”
Isaiah 35:1-10 & Psalm 146
Dec 18" “Give You a Sign”

Isaiah 7:10-16 & Matthew 1:18-25

SERMON SERIES
OAn Advent Song
of Ascentsé

-

Blue Christmas
On December 21, 2022 we will be hosting a Blue

Christmas Service. This is a service
for all who suffered or lost and who
struggle through the Holidays.
Everyone is welcome to attend.

Our Blue Christmas Service will start
at 6:30 pm. This will be a joint
service with Zion.

-



https://link.faithgateway.com/click/637614443985a26fe6d336b5/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5mYWl0aGdhdGV3YXkuY29tL2JlY2F1c2Utb2YtYmV0aGxlaGVtLW9icy1yZWdpc3RyYXRpb24vP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9ZmdvYnMmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249Ym9ib2JzMjAyMV93ZWxjb21lc2VyaWVzJnV0bV90ZXJtPW

