
 1 

Gowrie united Methodist church  

Lifeline Newsletter 

February 2    23 

Church Address: 
1306 Market Street 
PO Box 479 
Gowrie, IA  50543 
Office: 515-352-3715 

Pastor Susan K. R. 
  515-351-7050 (cell) 
  515-968-4119 (home) 
  gowrieumcpastor 
 @wccta.net 

 Carrie D., Secretary      
   515-352-3715 (office) 
   gowrieumc@wccta.net 

Randy & Rene C. 
  Inside Custodians 
   515-351-4145 
   515-351-9311 

“And now let us believe in the NEW YEAR that is 
given to us. New, untouched, full of things 
that have never been” Rainer Maria Rilke 
  

I love snow. There is something about a fresh 
layer of white snow on the ground that makes me  
happy. Even in a good blizzard there is just something 
about snow. It makes me think about this new year 
and how it is all new, untouched, and full of things 
that have never been.  

 Baptism is much the same. Have you ever noticed 
that in the Bible we go directly from Jesus’s birth to 
Jesus’s baptism? Most of the gospels do not take much 
into consideration as to how Jesus grew up. Just the 
important bits where he was born fresh and new and 
full of things that have never been. And then, that he 
started his ministry with his baptism, which made him 
new, untouched, and full of the holy spirit.  

 I would encourage you to take a look in your     
Bible at the stories of his baptism and look at it for 
what it truly is. A beginning. A start of something New, 
Untouched and Full of things that have never been.  

Matthew 3:17, Mark 1:11, Luke 3:22, and John 1:32  

 May the love of God make you new, untouched,     
and full.  

Carrie D. 

Church Schedule 

Tuesday 9 am-3 pm 

Wednesday 9 am-5 pm 

Thursday 9 am-3 pm 

Worship Schedule 

Sunday School/
Confirmation 9 am 

Adult 
Sunday 
School 
9 am 

Worship 
starts 
at 10:15 am 

February Worship Series   “Glimpses of the Kin-dom” 

Feb 5th  “You Are”   Matthew 5:13-20 

Feb 12th  “But I Say”   Matthew 5:21-37 

Feb 19th  “Super Sunday”  Matthew 17:1-9 

 

February/March Worship Series “Learning to Live Inside Out” 

Lent is a bi-directional season. It is an inwards journey and an outward journey 

out into  the world.  

Feb. 26th “If You Fall Down”  Matthew 4:1-11 
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GATHER... 

                 SERVE… 

  

PRAY… 

Please call in or email your prayer requests, 

changes and updates to the office. 

Please call in or email your prayer request, changes 

and updates to the office. 

Nursing Home or Care Facilities: Sunny Knoll in 

Rockwell City; Ginger M.. Friendship Haven in Fort 

Dodge; Donna L..  

Health Concerns: Jim and Tami D., Paula M.(Carl S.’s 

Mother).  

Pray for those suffering domestic violence and family 

violence situations.  

Continue to be in prayer for those working towards 

graduation in 2023. Cooper N. and Emma S..   

Continue to be in prayer for the people of Ukraine 

and Afghanistan 

Blessings: , Ben J.and Emily D.had a baby girl born 

on December 26, 2022.  Her name is Cora Lynn J.. 

Grief: Michael E.s Family 

CELEBRATION…   

February Birthdays   
9:00 am Sunday School/Confirmation 
9:00 Adult Advent Study 
10:15 am Worship Service, Facebook live;   
later on Channel 575 at 11:00 am 

Sunday, February 19 at 5:30 pm at GUMC 
(Please note the week change) 

Tuesday, February 14 at 6:30 pm 

Thursday, February 2 at 1:00 pm 

Sorry if we missed your birthday.  Please let the office know. 

Feb. 1: Jason E. 

Feb. 2: Ella G. 

Feb. 3: Eleanor A. 

Feb. 4: Josh S. 

Feb. 5: Tom H. 

Feb. 6: Sue D. & Patricia V. 

Feb. 11: Aydan F. 

Feb. 12: Pastor Susan & 

 Colleen P. 

Feb. 14: Brenda B. 

Feb. 16: Cole T. 

Feb. 19: Ruth S. 

Feb. 20: Bev B. 

Feb. 23: Dennis M. 

Feb.24: Ardis S. 

Feb. 26: Vern B. 

Feb. 28: Jaden E. 

Weekly Facebook Devotional 
Thursdays at 9:30 am 

Pastor will be visiting the Care 
Center on February 23 at 2:00 pm 

Lent Soup Suppers Start on February 
22, Ash Wednesday at Zion Lutheran 
Church at 6:00 PM. Soup Suppers at 
GUMC will be March 1, 15, and 29.  

Tuesday afternoons at 2:00 at 
Joan O.’s home 

Tuesday, February 21 5:00 to 7:00 pm 
We need 1-2 men at 4:00 pm to cook 
and several  to serve and  help with 
cleanup 

Wednesday, February 22  
10:30 am -1:00 pm  

Lent services: Amazing Grace 
Rotating with Zion  
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm 

Wednesday’s at 5 pm through 

February-March 
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Blessings and Peace to you in Christ Jesus our Lord, 

 We have whizzed through Advent and Christmas, and now we are  

almost finished with the season after Epiphany!  I have hardly caught my 

breath. I have found myself working to live my spiritual life more intentionally.  My thought was if I did so, 

life would seem to slow down but I have not found this to be true.  However, I have found more meaning in 

life and I tend to do those things that are truly important.  One of those things is intentional devotions and 

time with God.  If you come to my office to visit and you look into my door and find me facing my window 

reading or praying, then you have come during my prayer time.  I would ask that you wait a few minutes or 

come back later.  I am working to set a specific time of prayer each day and when I do, I will let you know.   

 I like some of you, can have some difficulty focusing my prayer life and my devotion time.  In the 

coming months, there will be several different focuses in Sunday Worship, Wednesday Lenten services and 

bible studies.  Your prayer life and devotion time can spring from one or more of these opportunities.   

 In the season of Epiphany we have been walking 

through a sermon series titled “Glimpses of the Kin-dom”.  

We are catching glimpses of what being a people of God might 

look like.  Who are we, what is important, what can you see 

when you look at our lives?  Although much of it may seem 

ordinary to us, put together, the Christian life is different, it is 

truly extra-ordinary.  In addition, we will be having another 

Max Lucado study titled “Unshakable Hope, building our 

Lives on the Promises of God.”  This study will help us answer 

the question “in a trembling, unsteady world, how do you gain 

stability, find peace, and learn to trust God?” This study will be 

Tuesday at 2:00 at Joan Orness’ home.   

 We are quickly speeding toward Lent.  We will have both Wednesday services and Sunday worship.  

Wednesday services will celebrate the 250th anniversary of the writing of Amazing Grace.  We will meet 

those in the bible who experienced the amazing grace of God.  Sunday services will be focusing on how 

during Lent we both look inward and move outward at the same time. 

 It may seem overwhelming, but as we participate in the life of the church, Christ’s will for our life 

and spiritual study will become clear.  For many of us, we dip into all of these studies and some of our own.  

I pray the very best for you this Lenten season.  That you will grow closer to Christ and learn and know 

more about your Jesus. 

 
Wednesday, February 22   10:30 am to 1:00 pm  

 

 Ash Wednesday “Ashes to Go” 
 

 Everyone is welcome! 
 

Drive your car to the front door of Gowrie United Methodist 
Church and Pastor Susan will come out to you. 
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February Sunday Services 
 

9:00 am Sunday School - Children 
9:00 am Adult Coffee and Conversation 

10:15 am Sunday Worship and Facebook live, later on Web-Cal Channel 575  

Brock and Lindy S. Feb. 5th & 12th 

Vern B. Feb. 19th & 26th 

February 5th 
Communion: Nuss Family 
Worship Leader: Chelsey W. 
Tech: Emma S. & Family 
Music:  Colleen P. & Jeff P. 
Altar Flowers: 
Color Bulletins: Jim & Jane F. 
 

February 12th 
Worship Leader: Mary P. 
Tech: Bergan & Carrie D. 
Music:  Jeff P., TBD 
Altar Flowers:  
Color Bulletins: Colleen P. 
 

February 19th 
Worship Leader: Anna C. 
Tech:  Gary & Kendale V. 
Music:  Jeff P., TBD 
Altar Flowers:  
Color Bulletins:  

 
February 22nd Ash Wednesday 
Wednesday Lenten Service at Zion with GUMC 
 
February 26th 
Worship Leader: Gary V. 
Tech: Owen N.and Lincoln A. 
Music:  Jeff P., TBD 
Altar Flowers: Pastor Susan 
Color Bulletins: Dale B. 
 

 

   Sunday, 
Feb. 26   

The Gowrie UMC 
Choir  

will be “Singing the 
Favorites” 
       during Worship 
Service.   
 
Please Meet 30 
Minutes before 
worship to 
Practice and 
Select Music 

New Resident Bishop for Iowa Area 

 Before her election, she served as the chief connectional     

ministries officer of the Connectional Table for the United Methodist 

Church since 2018. 

Bishop B.-T., has served as a district superintendent in the Mich-

igan Annual Conference and as a local church pastor in Kalamazoo 

and East Lansing, Michigan.  

B.-T. said of her vision of the church: “I  envision a United Methodist Church that fully 

claims its identity as a church that centers grace. This is a church that is open and inclusive 

of all people. Such a church     approaches ministry with an outward-facing and invitational 

love.” She describes her   leadership as a “relational, collaborative, and innovative leader 

who makes my own     physical, emotional, and spiritual health a priority. I am a visionary 

who is mission-directed and willing to  experiment. I believe in surrounding myself with 

strong leaders, then  equipping and allowing them to lead. I enjoy leading with people 

who are open to the creative movement of the Spirit, and I enjoy mentoring and  

developing new leaders.”  
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 February 

United Women in Faith 

Next Meeting: February 2 at 1:00 PM 

1 Corinthians 15:44 (NRSV) 

“It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body.  If there is a physical body, 
there is also a spiritual body.” 

 

Serving: Ardis S. 

 

 

Shrove Tuesday 

Tuesday, February 21  5:00 to 7:00 pm 

at Gowrie United Methodist Church 
Freewill Offering 

We need 1 or 2 men at 4:00 pm to help set up 

and several to serve and help with clean up. 

 Lenten Soup Suppers  
with  

Zion Lutheran Church 
Wednesdays at 6:00 pm 

*Subject to change if needed* 

We will have Lenten Suppers weekly 

with Zion Lutheran Church 

from Ash Wednesday (February 22) to April 6th. 

Gowrie UMC serves: 

March 1 

March 15 

March 29 

See clipboards to set-up, serve,  

bring crock of soup, and clean-up.  

 

World Day of Prayer 
Friday, March 3rd 

9:30 am 
at Zion Lutheran 

Everyone is welcome! 
 

“I Have Heard 
About Your 

Faith” 

LENTEN WORSHIP SERVICES 

       Wednesdays  at  7:00 PM  

 Feb. 22
nd  

Ash Wednesday - at Zion 

 March 1
th

 – at UMC  

 March 8
th 

– at Zion Lutheran 

 March 15
th

 – at UMC  

 March 22
nd 

— at Zion Lutheran 

 March 29
th 

– at UMC 

You are welcome to join  

Gowrie UMC and   

Zion Lutheran Church  

for Lenten Services  

In honor of the 250th anniversary 
of the song “Amazing Grace,” this 
Bible study for Lent looks at how 
God’s amazing grace touched the 
lives of those who encountered 
Christ or pointed to his suffering, 
death and resurrection.  
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Council Meeting Minutes 
 

Gowrie UMC Administrative Council 

January 10, 2023 

Members present were:   Chairman John L., Jeremy V., Carl S., Kendale V., Rita K., Chelsey . and 
Judi T. 

Pastor Susan opened the meeting with devotions and prayer. 

Minutes from the November, 2022 meeting were reviewed  Chelsey made a motion to accept 
the Minutes, Rita seconded the motion and the motion carried. 

Old Business: 

The November 13 quilt auction and beef burger meal - $460. from the fellowship lunch to 
church ministries. 

$70. was sent to the Gideon’s for their International Bible Ministry. 

Ongoing discussion about issues with the sound system, organ and pastor’s ear microphone. 

Emergency Fund needs replenishing.  Continuing prayer for those with food and housing 
needs. 

Discussion about having a Mission Moment during church once a month. 

Plans were made to have United Methodist Special Sunday Offerings during the year.  We will 
begin focus on 2, one in the spring and 1 in the fall. Our council missions for the next few months 
will be:  

• January - Human Relations Sunday/Emergency Fund 

• February - Scholarship Sunday 

• March - UMCOR Sunday 

New Business: 

Lenten Worship Soup Suppers with Zion will be scheduled. All agreed to continue this joint 
ministry.  

The quilting room will no longer be used for quilting.  Discussion about other church needs: 
adult study space, confidential counselling space for Pastor, prayer room space, storage for UWF, 
banner storage, and safe household cleaner storage. It was suggested that the quilting room 
could be used as a confidential space, adult study space, meeting room, and prayer space (while 
continuing to provide storage space for banners, flowers, and other worship needs). This would 
leave the current prayer room for the storage of cleaners, office storage needs, and for UWF 
needs during May basket months.  Kendale made the motion to identify the “quilting” room as an 
adult ministry space as indicated above. The “prayer room” will become a storage room for office, 
custodian, and UWF as indicated above.  Carl seconded.  Motion carried. 

Chelsey requested a brochure about UMC for a Welcome Bag that the Gowrie Development 
Commission will give to newcomers to Gowrie, may also what to include a small gift. Pastor will 
work on this. 

Discussion about a time for Council Members to gather, pray, and discuss concerns related to 
the greater UMC. Date decided on is Wednesday, January 25, 5:30 pm. We will have pizza         
together 

The next regular Council Meeting will be on Wednesday, February 8, 6:30 pm. 

Chelsey moved to adjourn.  Judi seconded.  Motion carried. 

Pastor Susan closed in prayer.  
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In Case of Inclement 
Weather 

Channels 5 and 8 
will be notified 
should Church  
be cancelled or 
Facebook Only.   

*Service will be on 
Facebook* 

Church Schedule 

Tuesday 9 am-3 pm 

Wednesday 9 am-5 pm 

Thursday 9 am-3 pm 

Worship Schedule 

Sunday School/Confirmation 9 am 

Adult Sunday School 9 am 

Worship starts at 10:15 am 
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Unshakable Hope by Max Lucado 

In a trembling, unsteady world. How do you gain          

stability, find peace, and learn to trust God? 

This 12-session video Bible study will help you, your 

group, and your church stand on the definitive declarations 

of our mighty and loving God who governs the world           

according to his great and precious promises.  

This world has a tremble to it. There are things that seem 

to unsteady in this life. But when we belong to God, it allows 

us to filter our problems through the promises of God. When 

we choose to be people of the promise, we choose to build 

our lives on promises of God, no the circumstances of life.  

The stories of the men and women in Scripture were 

different, but the theme was the same: they were People of 

the Promise. Because of God’s promises, Noah built an ark 

on dry land, Joshua claimed the Promised Land, David be 

came king, Peter preached the first sermon, and John caught 

a glimpse of the future. Like them, we can also build our 

lives on God’s promises, and trust him to keep them.  

A new bible study has started at Joan O.’s home. We meet at 2:00 pm on Tuesday after-

noons and are studying Unshakable Hope  by Max Lucado. Please join us any or many Tues-

days in this video study.  We may break up this study into several units and will likely not do 

all 12 sessions at once.  

If you would like to order your own book or study guide they are available online at     

amazon.com.  There are many used copies available.  

We will be watching the videos weekly.  
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GUMC Missions/Ministries 

In the month of February we 

will be    focusing on our 

Scholarship Fund. We have 

two graduating seniors who 

have participated are active in 

Church activities and events. 

Cooper N. and Emma S.. Help 

us to      

provide a 

scholarship 

to our   

graduating 

seniors! 

2023 Gowrie UMC Leadership 
Administrative Board Chair…. John L. (2023-2026) 

Lay Leader…………………………… Gary V. (2023-2026) 
SPPRC Chair………………………… Kendale V. (2022 - 2024) 
Treasurer……………………………. Deb T. 
Historian…………………………….. Open 
Church Council Laity.…………..  Bertie D. (2021 – 2023) 

 Jeremy V.(2023-2025) 

Financial secretary……………….Dave and Judi T.(2022 - 2024) 
 Carrie – enter checks/deposits into 
 church system  

UMW President……………………Rita K. 
Board Secretary…………………..Open (rotated among members) 
Worship………………………….…..Open   

Lay Member to Annual Conference………………….Gary V. (2023-2025)  
 

Alternate Lay Member to Annual Conference…Carrie D. (2023-2025) 
 

Education…………………………..  Chelsey W. (chair) (2021-2023) 
  Alexandra A. (informal) 
  Samantha G. (informal) 

Missions……………………………..Judi T. (chair 2021 - 2023) 
    Diana C.(2021-2023) 

   Deb C. (2022-2024) 

SPPRC…………………………………Kendale V. (chair) (2022-2024) 
    Gary V. (Lay Leader 2023-2025) 
    Paul K. (2021-2023) 
    Dale B. (2022-2024)  
    Dena S. (2022-2024) 
    Emma S.(youth) (2022-2024) 
    Open   
Trustees…………………………….Carl S. (chair 2021 - 2023) 

    Mary P. (2023-2025)  
    Keith S.  (2022-2024) 
    Eric A. (2021 - 2023) 

Memorial……………………………..Crystal W. (chair 2021-2023)  
 Rita K. (2021-2023) 
 Gail M. (2021 – 2023) 

Committee on Lay Leadership…..Pastor (chair) 
 Gary V. (lay leader co-chair) 
 Council 

If you are interested in serving on our Council, we would welcome 
you in 2024. please talk to Gary V. or Pastor Susan.  

"Dear Church Members ~  

The project to collect empty 

pill bottles has come to an 

end. Thank you for your help 

with this  mission project over 

the past year!"  

 

Can you find 40            ? 


