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Gowrie united Methodist church  

Lifeline Newsletter 

January 2024 

Church Address: 
1306 Market Street 
PO Box 479 
Gowrie, IA  50543 
Office: 515-352-3715 

Pastor Susan K. Rohden 
  515-351-7050 (cell) 
  515-968-4119 (home) 
  gowrieumcpastor 
 @wccta.net 

 Carrie Dalley Secretary      
   515-352-3715 (office) 
   gowrieumc@wccta.net 

Randy & Rene Corell   
Inside Custodians 
   515-351-4145 
   515-351-9311 

Our Children 
Our children had a wonderful Christmas program on December 17. What a 

blessing to us in this congregation to have such a active group of children. We 
are blessed to have them in our church and community.  

Our toddler room has been a huge success with our children as well. The 
toddler room allows parents to participate in worship with everyone while 
keeping an eye on their children. Even though our children can be            
rambunctious, it is such a blessing for everyone to have them participating in 
worship.  

When they are young, we love to watch them participate in Childrens’ 
Time, sing in Children’s Choir, and produce Christmas programs. As they grow 
older we enjoy watching them light candles, read passages and maybe even 
be worship leader. We are even blessed with youth who help with our tech.  

Whatever they are doing, they are learning to be part of our congregation. 
We are so blessed to have them here, participating, sharing their personalities, 
and learning. Now it is our charge, and joy, to show them how to love each 
other and God.   

 

By: Carrie Dalley 
Church Schedule 

Tuesday 9 am-3 pm 

Wednesday 9 am-5 pm 

Thursday 9 am-3 pm 

Worship Schedule 

Worship starts at 
10:15 am; Facebook 
live; later on 
Channel 575 
at 11:00am 
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GATHER…. 

          Celebrate… 
     January Birthdays 

     Please See Calendar for Birthdays!  

SERVE…  

  

PRAY… 
Please call in or email your prayer request, changes and 

updates to the office. 

Nursing Home or Care Facilities: Sunny Knoll in 
Rockwell City; Ginger Marquis.  

Joy: Mark and Kristen Bauer Welcome New Daughter: 
Natalie Rae Bauer. 

Health Concerns: Vern Bauer, Dorthy Berger (Mary 
Bauer’s Mother), Pastor Jim Davis. All those 
recovering from surgery and from organ transplants. 
All those fighting cancer.  

Grief: Dr. Elmer Colyer and his sons. Pastor Julie 
Poulsen. Family of Cheryl Hickey, Family of Sally 
Amandus. Pray for the Susie Frescaz/Steve Bryant 
Family (District Secretary) for the loss of Steve’s 
Mother.  

Congregational Prayer Focus: Heifer Project 

Pray for peace for Israel, Gaza, Ukraine, and Sudan.   

Pray for Gowrie UMC its ministries, its people, and its    
Pastor. 

Pray for all who have yet to know the saving 
Grace of Jesus. 

Sunday Worship  
9:00 am Sunday School/Confirmation 
10:15 am Worship service 
Facebook live, later on Web-Cal  
channel 575 

Council 
January 10 @6:30 pm 

UWF 

January 11 @ 1:00 pm 

Sorry if we missed your birthday.   
Please let the office know. 

Singing the Favorites Choir 
January 28 
Come Sing with us. 

Bible Study 
Tuesday afternoons at 1:30 at  
Joan Orness’s home,  
All Welcome! 

Facebook Devotional 
Thursdays at 9:30 am 

Human Relations 

Day  

January 14 

Stone Soup 
January 14 after Worship.  
Please Bring one ingredient.  

Taking Down Decorations 
January 14 after Worship and 
Luncheon.  

Epiphany  

January 7 

Weekly Serving Opportunities Booklet 
Please refer to your Weekly Serving  
Opportunities Booklet for times and dates 
that you are scheduled to serve. We have 
extra in the Church Office if you have  
misplaced your copy.  
Thank you for your service.  

Epiphany Service 
January 7 at 3pm 
1st UMC, Fort Dodge.  
Bishop Kennetha Preaching 

Cal Hamster Circuit  
January 13 from 9 am to 1 pm.  
Trinity UMC, Fort Dodge 
Training for UMC Committee Work. 
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 The story of the 3 Kings that we read and sing about 
on Epiphany Sunday has been transformed inside my 
heart.  The story in my heart now more resembles what the 
prophet Isaiah taught in Isaiah 60.  “Arise, shine; for your 
light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon 
you.”  With the birth of Christ, the light came into this 
world.  Not just for a few, but for all.  For those near and 
those far.  For those like me, and those unlike me.  For 
those I agree with and those who are of a differing      
opinion.  The Light, the Lord Jesus, is for all.   

 My prayer is that in year of 2024, we will challenge 
ourselves to truly love and let ourselves 
be loved.  Not just in theory but in     
reality.  The words we say will reflect 
that we can listen to differing opinions 
with love and not offense.  Our actions 
are about respect and problem solving, 
and not frustration and criticism.  Our 
words are genuine with no sarcasm and 
ill humor toward another.  We will let 
down our guard and allow the Lord’s 
Healing and transformative work into 
our lives and our community.  We will 
draw closer to one another as a       
community of Christ, and we will draw 
closer to our community as we love and 
minister in the Gowrie area.  We will 
minister through our joy, our smiles, our 
help, our presence, our words and yes 
by sharing our faith.  “Lift up your eyes 
and look around; they all gather         
together, they [shall] come.”   

 In 2024, let us be one, and shine, 
for our Light has come. 

 

Confirmation 

Join us January 7 as we  

welcome August Akins into  

our Congregation.  

Isaiah 60:1-6 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

   and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
2
 For darkness shall cover the earth, 

   and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the Lord will arise upon you, 

   and his glory will appear over you. 
3
 Nations shall come to your light, 

   and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

4
 Lift up your eyes and look around; 

   they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, 
   and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
5
 Then you shall see and be radiant; 

   your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
   the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6
 A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

   the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
   all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
   and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

Epiphany Service 

January 7 at 3PM  

1st UMC in Fort Dodge Bishop 

Kennetha will be preaching.  

Reception to follow service. 

Everyone is Welcome! 
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January Sunday Services 
 

10:15 am Sunday Worship and Facebook live, later on Web-Cal Channel 575  

January 7th 
 Communion:        Alan & Shirley Wooters 
Worship Leader: Mary Patterson 
Tech: Keith & Dena Sytsma 
Music:  Colleen Palmer & Jeff Patterson 
Altar Flowers: Paul & Rita Kail 
Color Bulletins:  
 

January 14th  

Worship Leader: Bergan Dalley 
Tech: Gary & Kendale Vosberg 
Music:  Nancy Vogt & Jeff Patterson 
Altar Flowers:  
Color Bulletins: Dale Brandt 

 

 
January 21st  
Worship Leader: Chelsey Worrel 
Tech:  Bergan & Carrie Dalley 
Music:  Jeff Patterson 
Altar Flowers: Crystal Wilks 
Color Bulletins: Crystal Wilks 
 
January 28th Choir Sings 
Worship Leader: Marj Johnson  
Tech: Owen Nuss and Lincoln Akins 
Music:  Tom Hlubek & Jeff Patterson 
Altar Flowers:  
Color Bulletins: Jane Frahm 

Akins Family   January 7th and 14th 

Brock & Lindy Smith   January 21st and 28th 

Sunday, January 28 
The Gowrie UMC Choir  
will be “Singing the Favorites”  

during Worship Service.   
 

Please Meet 30 
Minutes  

before worship to  
Select and  

Practice Music 

 Let us all come together and share.   
Bring an ingredient for soup,  

either for beef or chicken soup. 
 

Leave a baggie of chopped or diced 
ingredients in the kitchen  

before Sunday School or before Church. 
 

Need:  2 volunteers to dump and stir. 
 

This year, let us all help in clean-up. 
 

Following lunch - take down decorations. 

Human Relations Sunday 
Stone Soup 

Jan. 14  after Service 

Coffee and Conversation 

Coffee and Conversation Group has        

become a great place to catch up with 

friends and neighbors before Worship every 

week. Our relationships grow as they are 

nurtured.  

If you haven't had a chance to join our     

morning coffee and conversation, please feel 

free to join any Sunday before worship  

starting at 9:45 am. Coffee is provided. 

Treats are provided on a volunteer basis.  

Cal Hamster Circuit 

• January 13 

• 9 am to 1 pm 

• Trinity 

UMC 

• Training for UMC 

Committee Work 

• If you are interested 

in committee work, 

you are encouraged 

to attend 
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Thank you 
to the  
United  
Women in 
Faith for 
hosting a 
wonderful 

luncheon on November 26. It was the perfect 
start to an afternoon of decorating for Advent 
and Christmas! We had lots of fun  pulling 
down decorations and decorating the church.  

 
January  

United Women in Faith 

January 11 @ 1:00 pm  

“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” Romans 6:23 (NRSV)  

Program:  Pledge Service  
  (Rita Kail) 
Server:  Linda Kerwin 

 

Gowrie UMW Annual  

Christmas Bazaar 
On Dec 2

nd  
, the UMW held their Annual Christ-

mas Bazaar which was very successful!   

The talents of our church members who baked, 

made candies, made decorative items, who 

served that day and who planned this event are 

all appreciated.  Proceeds will go to missions. 

 

The Mitten Tree was 

another success this year! 

Your generous donations 

will be delivered to the 

local schools to be 

distributed as needed. 

They are thankful for your 

yearly donations! 

Thank 

You!!  

Christmas Memorial Poinsettias 

 

 

 

Crystal Wilks in Memory of Loved Ones 

Dave & Judi Tjepkes in Memory of Bradley Michael 

Carrie & Bergan Dalley in Memory of Loved Ones 

Jim & Jane Frahm in Memory of Loved Ones 

Glenn & Pastor Susan Rohden 

Denny & Barb Tucker in Memory of Loved Ones 

Paul & Rita Kail in Memory of Our Loved ones 

Alan & Shirley Wooters in Memory of Henry & Mable 

Youngquist and Jimmy & Phyllis Wooters 

Jeff & Mary Patterson in Memory of Loved Ones 
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Celebration of Giving 

 We gave from our heart as we responded to the love of Jesus and built our              

relationship with Jesus, our Church body, and the community.  

• Emergency Fund Donations - $1210.00 

• Donations to Scholarship Fund - $472.52 

• Gifts Towards Upstairs Windows - $5242.00 

• Donations to Toddler Room  

• Donations to Food Pantry (food) 

• UWF May Day Baskets (502 Baskets) - 

$1900.00 

• Bonfire Supper Church 

• Ladies’ “Dignity” Drive (21 Items)  

• SEV Sock and Underwear Drive (142 

pairs of socks and 72 pairs of Undies) 

• 4th of July Chicken Dinner - $3236.35 

• Trunk or Treat 

• UMCOR - $500.61 

• Ingathering School Kits (38 kits) 

• Ingathering Personal Dignity Kits 

(20 kits) 

• Ingathering Birthing Kits (8 Kits) 

• Monetary Donations to Food 

Pantry - $744.91 

• Heifer Project - $125.00 + 

• Mitten Tree 

• Christmas Caroling 

• UWF Christmas Bazaar - $2049.75 

• UMC Camps - $174.35 

• Direct Yearly Tithes to Church Ministries 

• Joint VBS with Zion  
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Church Office Schedule 

Tuesday 9 am-3 pm 

Wednesday 9 am-5 pm 

Thursday 9 am-3 pm 

Worship Schedule 

Sunday School/ 

Confirmation 9 am 

Adult Sunday School 9 am 

Coffee and Conversation 9:45 am 

Worship starts at 10:15 am 

United Methodist Church  
1306 Market Street 
PO Box 479 
Gowrie, IA 50543 

In Case of Inclement Weather 
 

Channels 5 and 8 will be 
notified should Church be 

cancelled or Facebook Only.   
*Service will be on 

Facebook* 


