What a roller coaster of emotions the last six months have
brought to our house and I’m sure many of yours. As we adjust to
the new normal we have found comfort in our friends and families.
Several times they have reminded us to have faith and hope. They
have been patient with our frustrations and comforted us with
words as simple as we are thinking of you.
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Sometimes these are the words of hope we need to carry on and
they come at just the right time – in God’s time. We probably
receive these messages more than we know but sometimes we are
so aware of them. During the pandemic I received such a message
from a close friend who knew I was at a breaking point and texted
me a message that I referenced more times than she will ever know.
Another was recently when we were able to attend our niece’s
confirmation. At an outside socially distanced service we were with
our family and somehow the songs sung were songs of hope and
promise that reminded us of the importance of faith and unity.
We hope you can find those messages of hope in song,
scripture, pictures, silent meditation, exercise and from others.
Offer messages of hope to others, for you never know who needs to
hear what you have to share.
Remember to be patient with each other, extend grace to others
and offer hope to all!
In the words of Owen “Be kind, be thoughtful, be safe.”

Bethany, Travis, Cooper, & Owen N.
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Dear Friends,

This last month we have traveled with the Israelites as they left Egypt
and entered the desert. Egypt was a place of slavery, being bound in
servitude without choices or autonomy. Deserts are often seen as places of
emptiness, thirst, and devoid of much life. The Israelites in the small picture,
went from the frying pan into the fire and that is how it might have felt. In
the big picture the Israelites went from slavery to freedom. After 400 years
in a foreign land where they were surrounded by Egyptian gods, they were
surrounded by and dependent on their One God, I Am.
Often time places in our lives may seem like deserts, where little life and
nourishment can be found. When we take a second look (often after the fact, years later) we can see
how we grew and how God was working. In many cases the things we needed most in our lives were
being brought to our consciousness.
I wonder if the Israelites were truly meeting God for the first time. They saw God’s power in
the plagues. They experienced God’s guidance as he showed them the way with a cloud by day and
fire by night. They knew God’s protection and care when the waters were parted and they were
brought safely through. They experienced God’s provision when they were given quail and manna to
eat each day for 40 years. They would also learn that the relationship with this God was reciprocal.
God didn’t just rescue the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, God sought a relationship with them. A
relationship he had had with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. A relationship which held love, trust and
obedience. It was that very love, trust and obedience that was growing in the desert.
Thousands of years have passed since this ancient narrative played out. Many grains of sand
have flowed through the universal hourglass. However, the story of desert journey is as real today as
it was then. As long as we live on this earth, there will always be desert journeys. Times when things
seem barren, lifeless, hopeless, with more questions than answers. Times when the learning and
growing seems slow and tedious. Times when we can be stubborn and impatient.
It is also in these times when we learn to trust. It is during these times we learn to look
beyond ourselves. It is during these times we are quiet enough to feel and see God in all God’s glory,
care, provision and love for creation. It is during these times that we can truly know God.
God loves you and will bless your through your journey and through our journey together.

CONFIRMATION
Please pray for
Rebecca D.
as she begins
Confirmation
studies.

Serving you in October

-

-

Keep working on your
bags, school and health kits.
Bring to the church by
October 25th.

-

PRAY…
We appreciate all Prayer Warriors!
Please email or call if you want to be on
our prayer chain.
• Pray for all those who grieve, Monson
family in the loss of their son, Brad.
• Pray for all those with health concerns,
Alan W., June I., Leola M., Darlene E. and
Kendale’s father, Ken.
• Pray for all of our care center residents.
• Pray for our students, families,
teachers and administrators.
• Pray for firefighters and residents of
California, Oregon and Washington.
• Pray for those affected during the
hurricane season.
• Pray for our National Election.
•
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Missing their homes
since Lent Soup Suppers

They are waiting for you in the church kitchen.
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Pastor Appreciation
Month
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Join Us This Sunday!
October 1st to 31st

9:00 AM Sunday School (children and adult)
10:15 AM Worship Service
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